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“ Do not say, It is morning, and dismiss it with a name of yesterday. See it for the first time as a new born child that has no name.” 
Tagore. 

                                   

 ABSTRACT 
 Transformation is to be needed in the society, education is the most sure shot medium to do so. It was with that kind of 

vision that he had set up Vishva Bharti University. He believed in the creative spirit and not to competitive pressure of the 

educational patterns prevalent today. His vision if properly understood and implied by the policy makers and educationist 

Would surely help in building India into a super power of knowledge.    –Rabindaranath Tagore 
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Rabidranath was the youngest son of “Maharshi” Devendranath Tagore and Sharda 

Devi. Devendranath Tagore was a leader of the „Brahmo Samaj‟, which was a new 

religious seet in nineteenth century Bengal and which attempted a revival of the 

ultimate monistic basis of Hinduism as laid down in the “Upnishad”. He was 

educated at home. At the age of 17 he was sent to England for formal Schooling, 

where he became a student of Prof. Henery Morley whose lecturer influenced 

Rabindranath Tagore to take interest in English culture, tradition and literature. 

Studying in England, he wrote a poem “ Broken Heart” (Bagna Hirday). After 18 

months in England, he returned to India without taking any degree. 

  Rabindranath started writing poetry in Bengali. His poem “Sandheya 

Geet” was appreciated by many people, including Sri Bankimchandra Chatterjee 

who wrote national song “Vandematram”. He wrote in Bengali a number of 

devotion songs. 

  “Gitanjali” is a well known collection of his poems. It contains his 

various noble thoughts common to the vast  humanity, Viz. Pessimism, love, 

satisfactory dignity of labour etc. for his book “ Gitanjali”  Rabindranath Tagore 

was awarded the Noble Prize for the literature in 1913. Rabindranath Tagore was 

the first Indian to get a „Noble Prize‟ and the British Government conferred on him 

Knighthood and gave the title for “Sir”. But within a few years he resign the 

honour as a protest against British Policies in India.  

He has great interest  in village reconstruction, Indian culture, Music 

and Dance . He was himself a good singer and he composed a new form of music  

called “Rabindra Sangeet”. He had special interest in “ Kathak and Bali Dances”. 

He wrote number of plays. “Gora” was the popular play. Gora deals with the theme 
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of friendship between persons belonging to low different religions. Rabindranath 

Tagore regarded education as an instrument to realize human potential. He was one 

of the earliest educators to think of world as a global village and attribute 

education as the ideal medium of amalgamation of Western and Indian Philosophy. 

His educational model held the view that children should be surrounded with 

elements of nature, which in itself holds great educational value. With this aim, in 

1901, Tagore founded Shanti Niketan, an open air school/ ashram in West Bengal. 

After receiving Noble Prize in 1913, the school was expanded into a university in 

the year 1921 which is now popular world wide as Vishva Bharti University. It 

educated the likes of Satyajit Ray, Indira Gandhi and not to forget Amartya Sen 

another noble laureate. 

Gurudev   believed that whatever transformation is to be needed in the 

society, education is the most sure shot medium to do so. It was with that kind of 

vision that he had set up Vishva Bharti University. He believed in the creative 

spirit and not to competitive pressure of the educational patterns prevalent today. 

His vision if properly understood and implied by the policy makers and 

educationist Would surely help in building India into a super power of knowledge. 

Rabindaranath Tagore was a versatile genius. He was greatest thinker, 

Philosopher and educationists of our times. As some one aptly described, his words 

and expression have the enduring power that lights up  a melancholic heart, 

humbles the arrogance of ones soul, broadness a narrow mind immensely, 

strengthens the spirit of the weak, sharpness the conscience of the society and 

soothes the restless. In all these regards, much of his works are transcending and 

universal. 

Rabindranath Tagore was a great social and religious reformer and a 

great humanitarian. Many of Rabindranath‟s works represent a protest against 
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maladies and wrong of the society, including oppression of women, caste system 

and communal  prejudices. 

Rabindranath started a school at Bolpur, a village 112 km north of 

Kolkata. This school developed into Shanti Niketan. It specializes in arts, crafts, 

music and dance besides rural reconstruction. 

He established Vishva Bharti University near Shanti Niketan in 1921. 

It is now a university of the central government. 

Rabindranath Tagore was also a good artist. He started to learn 

painting at the age of 60. he drew more than 2000 pictures. 

“Jana gana mana” our national anthem makes Rabindranath Tagore 

special for Indians. He wrote it when he visited Madanapalli in Andhra Pradesh on 

the eve of the Rishi Valley School Anniversary at the invitation of Dr. Arundaly 

The Principal. He was a great teacher. He was called “Gurudev” by all. 

Tagore was a great nationalist. He wrote famous Bengali patriotic 

song “ Ekla Chalo Re”- “If no one responds to your call, then go your own way 

alone”. This song was written in 1905 in Gridih, old Bihar. The song exhorts the 

listener to continue his or her journey, despite abandonment or lack of support for 

others. 

  He was a great social reformer and cultural ambassador too. 

Rabindranath Tagore was one of those rare personalities whose multifaceted 

genius found expression in virtually every form of art. Tagore was also a great 

cultural ambassador who carried India to the world and brought the world back 

into his works. Marking the year of Tagore‟s 150
th

 birth anniversary, Goethe 

institute/Max Mueller Bhavan Kolkata organizes a program of events through 

March 2012 to celebrate the poets association with Germany. The poet was deeply 

connected to Germany and acted as a great ambassador in strengthening Indo- 

German cultural relations. In 1914 Tagore‟s play, Chitra, was translated by 
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Elizabeth Wolf Merck. Her husband, The publisher Kurt Wolff subsequently 

published eleven volumes of Tagore‟s writings. More than a million copies were 

sold, firmly embedding Tagore in the heart of many Germans. 

He wrote with delight of the tretyakov galley. “ In Moscow, there is a 

renowned collection of printings called the Tretyakov galley. In just one year, from 

1928 to 1929, it was visited by approximately three hundred thousand people.  

Tagore was dedicated to universal humanism. He believed in the 

values of human spirit, transcending all national boundaries. He advocated that 

India‟s and the world‟s objective should be attain global unity and shun the 

policies the politics of petty nationalism which violates man‟s inherent bond by 

genreting hatred between nation and locking each in a separate geographical cage. 

It was because of Tagore‟s antipathy towards violence that he was so much against 

an ideology based on the concept of a nation state. 

Rabindranath Tagore was independent India‟s earliest cultural 

ambassador. He had a deep understanding of the world at large and took Indian 

cultural to foreign shores through his readings and lectures on varied topics. He 

visited more than 30 countries and had personal ties with scientists and literary 

giants of his time. His ideas of  universal humanism and confluence of varied 

cultures still resonate in the contemporary world. His belief in the spiritual unity of 

the east and the west amied for a world on the likes of a global village. 

Tagore‟s efforts for cultural unity can be well understood from the 

fact that he was the genius behind the national anthems of three countries namely 

India, Bangladesh and Sri lanka. While India choose his “Jana gana mana” as the 

national anthem in 1947 and Bangladesh had one of Tagore‟s songs “Amar Shonar 

Bangla” as the national anthem since the nations birth in 1972; Sri lanka‟s national 

anthem is a composition based on Rabindra Sangeet Style, Penned by Gurudevs 

disciple. 
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UNESCO and UNIC believes in bringing cultures together. This year, 

UN is celebrating the 150
th

 birth anniversary of Tagore with Bangaldesh. It is again 

an initiative of what UN stands for going beyond borders, at the same time 

highlighting the great soul that Gurudev was. Rabindrnath Tagore was truly a 

global Icon. He was some body ahead of his time. He foresaw the issues that we 

are still battling today. As a promoter of intercultural dialogue, tagore encouraged 

mitual understanding and cultural rapprochement between people, Draw on the 

necessity to build bridges between different cultures. 

It is very proud to us that Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore was 

facilitated at Mukherjee Seminary school, Muzaffarpur on 17
th

 july 1901 and it was 

Tagore‟s first public felicitation in India. 

Tagore remained interested in the soviet union until the end of his life. 

He believed that the soviet union was the only real force capable of destroying 

fascism. 
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